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[57] ABSTRACT

A user interface element having a plurality of user inter-
face elements for marking, finding, organizing, and
processing data within documents stored in an associ-
ated computer system are described. Each element typi-
cally has an appearance which is uniquely related to the
data or the function the element is designed to represent
or perform, respectively. In their simplest form, these
elements are only used to mark data within a document.
Each element, however, can also be programmed to
cause the computer to perform some function in associ-
ation with the marked data, such as printing the data or
mailing the data to someone. A user can select particu-
lar data within a document using an element and have
that data associated with the element in memory. Data
marked with common elements can be found by search-
ing for a particular representative element in memory.
Users can create their own elements, program elements
with their own desired functionality, and modify exist-
ing elements. Elements can also be compounded to-
gether so as to cause a combination of tasks to be per-
formed by simply activating one element.
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Dear Laurie,
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T415) 8377362  (home)

I wonder if you could get back to me the presentation for the 15th.
| gave 1o know what your plans are and who will bg working with
you.

Mr. Smith will be waiting for you in hall of the auditorium next
Wednesday evening. I'know that you have been introduced to him. He
wearing the company that it will be easy for you to identify him,

If you have any questions, please call me at:

(408) 974-9387  (office)

Sincefely,

]
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